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Professor Harbans Singh Randhawa 1933-2020

It is with a great sense of grief for me to inform Tellow mycologists
that Prof. Harbans Singh Randhawa, Retired Professor & Head,
Medical Mycology Unit, Dept. of Microbiology (formerly de:.ignated
ar Dept. of Med. Mycalogy], ex-Director of Vallabhbhai Patel Chest
Inaftitute (VPCI) (1791-1798) and IN5A Emeritus Sdentist passed
away on 11th November 2020, He is regarded as the doyen of medi-
cal mycology in India. Prof Randhawa was born on 5 October 1933
in willage Bhangali Kalan District Amritsar, Punjab. He eompleted his
M. 5c. Thesis [1¥54) on the nutritional requirements of a fungal path-
agen Colletotrichum capsici, the aetiologic agent of die-back diseass
af chillies, under the tutelage of Prof. K. 5. Thind, an emin=nt fungal
Laxomomist. His associalion with VPCI dales back o Jamuary 1957
when he joined as Assistant Research O ficer Imycologist] under
founder Director, the late Prol. RBaman YVewanathan in an ICMEBE-
financed comprehemive ressanch project an bagassosis. He was
given additional responsibility toorganise a dinical mycology labora-
tory support of the late Dr. Hans F. Smetana, a renowned visiting pa-
thologist from the Armed Fowces Institute of Pathology, Washing ton,
L5, the late LE Col. AL L H. d& Monte, Assl. Director and Head,
Department of Bacteriology [subsequently renamed Micrabiolagy,
and Dr. H. D. Tandon, Head, Department of Pathology. Following
the establishment ol a Department af Madical Mycology in 1959,
Fandhawawas appointed on its Taculty as a Jumior Research Officar.
Later joined by Dr. R 5 Sandhu as Senior Research Officer. While in
service, he was awarded PhD degree by the University of Delhi in
1964 for the thesis entited, "Studies an the Pathogenic Fungus Flora
al Man in India with spedal reference o Geophilic Dermatophyles
and Related Keratinophilic Fungi'. In 1968, he was appointed as

Senior Research Officer {later redesignated as Reades with introduc-
tiom of U. G. C. pay scales], Professor of Medical Mycology in 1580
and Director in 1971 succeeding Prol. Avtar Singh Paintal, a glob-
ally re-known medical scentist who made pioneering discoveries
im the area of neuroaciences and respiratory sciences, and was the
first Indian physiologist 1o become the Fellow of the Royal Sodety,
London.

Dr. Randhawa was awarded several coveted international re-
search Tellowships, such as the Muffield Foundation Fellowship
(UK 1963-1964; Alexander von Humboldt Fellowship (Germany],
1970-1971; Fulbright Fellowship (USA), 19B0. He did collabora-
Live research work with a number of leading international research
cenlres such as Institule of Diseases of the Chest & Bromplon
Hospital, London (UKL Robert Koch Institute, Berlin [Germanyl;
Centraes for Diasase Conltrald (CDC), Atlanta (USA) and Centralbureau
woof Schimmelcultures, Baarn, Metherdands. He = sscipient af a
numibser af national and international awardss| urs, nolably
Shome Memorial Oration fAward, Mycological Society of India,
1981; Warner-NCCP (I} Chest Oration fAwvard, 1983; the 15HAM-
Lucille Gearg Award of the Intermational Socety for Human and
Animal Mycology, bestowed on him in Adelaide, Australia, 1794,
and the Raman Vishwanathan Memorial Oration, NCCP[I], 1976,
DOir Randhawa served as Vice-President of the International Society
for Human and Animal Mycology for 3 years (1PB5-1988). He was
Fallow of the Indian Mational Science Academy, Founder Fallow,
Mational College of Chest Physicians {India) and a Fellow of the Indian
College of Allergy and Applied Immunology. For nearly four decades,
he served on the Editorisl Board of 'Medical Mycology' (formerly
“Sabouraudia’lournal of Medical and Yeterinary Mycology’], an af-
ficial periodical of IEHAM. He was alsa an Editorial Advisory Board
member/ Editor of the 'Mycoses’ [farmerly 'Mykosen'], a monthly pe-
riodical of the German-speaking Mycological Sodiety, and an Editor
of the “Indian Journal of Chest Diseases and Alled Sciences’ Besides,
e served as member of many important Advisory Commilbees, such
as Review Group on Intemabional Momenclalure of Diseases (1980-
1%81) of the WHO. International Union of Microbiological Societies
2000-2003, and Infectious Disease Biology Task Force, Department
of Biotechnology, Government of India, for the pericd 2005-2008.

During Prof. Randhawa's five and a half decades of dedicated ser-
wice in WPCI. his research studies focused on the astiopathogenesis of
irvasive and hypersensilivity disesses of the respiratory tract due to
fungi and actinomycetes with a major interest in epidemiology. develd-
apment of novel laboratory disgnostic technigues, and immuno-diag-
naosis of respiratory and systemic mycoses. Recognising the significant

Iedposes. B0A000:1-2.

sl ey ondinebbrary comy jounnal e

© 20030 Wiley-VCH GmbH | 1

COLOUR
SUIER (UM O[

Py
_a
-

-

Oy Iy

BITET

LERIE

7 saled o oy
DEZOT-TE-ET ypiedsi]

3d
k]

‘I MEMEF C
H LNy ERy




2—J—WILEY

OBITUARY

contributions of Dr. Randhawa and his associates, an [CMB-funded
Mational Reference Centre For Respiratory Mycoses was estab-
lished in 1985 in the Department of Medical Mycology at VPCI. He
is plobally known for the discovery of Candida viswanathii and several
other fungi of dinical interest. Dr. Randhawa has mentored 19 PhD,
? MOVMS/MPH research scholars, many of whom have established
themeehves s distinguished ressarchers and teachers in Medical
Mycology/Microbiology. He has over 180 publications, including crit-
ical reviews and editorials in leading sdientific journals, with many of
these whidely cited in standard text books and monographs of Medical
Mycolagy /Microbiology and chest disesses. The Xl Congress of the
Intermational Society for Human & Animal Mycology (E5HAM], held
al Salsamaggiore Terme, Parma, Raly, 1997, elected Dr Randhawa as
one ol ils Honorary Members. More recently, a new ervironmenilal
fumgus, Cryplococcus randfawol was named after him in wiew of his
significant mycological contributions. Besides, in order o commem-
orate his outstanding services to the Institute, an annual oration was
started in his honour in 2015, Following his retirement as Director

of WPCl in October 1798, he had continued his active engagement in
research in the Institute as an Honorary Scientist of INSA, Mew Delhi
He will be greatly missed by the fratermity of medical mycologsts 'I'vnrn
his high moral values and principles.

Professor Randhawa's younger son, Prof. Valindefjeet Randhawa,
is employed a3 profesior of microbiology in Lady Harding Medical
College, Mew Delhi, and the slder son, Prof Parmjeet Randhawa,
is & professor of pathology in the University of Pittsburgh Medical
School, Pittsburgh, PA, USA, His wile expired in 2012, Besides being
an academician, imbued with scientific integrity, simplicity and no-
bility. Prof Randhawa was a wery compassignale person and a source
of inspiration for his several relations induding his cousins, nephews
and nieces settled in ndia, UK, Australia and USA.
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